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Scandal drove Shirle
to the brink of suicide

THE father of
Shirley McKie
has lifted the lid
on his daughter’s
“agony” ahead of a
fateful week in the
family’s 15-year
fight for justice.

lain McKie hopes that
the public inquiry report
into the fingerprint scan-
dal that drove his daughter
to the brink of suicide can
bring closure to the trau-
matic ordeal he says has
now marked many lives.

The Findgerprim Inquiry
Scotland, chaired by
retired Northern Treland
appeal court judge, Rt Hon
Sir Anthony Cam?bell. is
set to announce its findings
this Wednesday.

It's understood the dos-
sier could make strong crit-
icisms of the way forensic
evidence is gathered and
handled, giving recom-
mendations that may have
international implications.

Last night Mr McKie, a
retired police superintend-
ent, explained: “People
need to start taking some
responsibility.

“The system was seek-
ing to crush my daughter,
That's something no father
canaccepl.”

Shirley, from Troon,
Ayrshire, was accused of
leaving a ﬁn%::rprim at the
Kilmarnock home of mur-
der victim Marion Ross in
1997.

She denied she had
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sacked, then arrested by
Strathclyde Police.

Ms McKie challenged
the findings of fingerprint
experts working for the
Scottish Criminal Record
Office and was later
cleared of perjury in 19499,

The case, however, casl
a shadow over the Scottish
forensic system and with
continuing public con-
cern, Scottish Justice Sec-
retary Kenny MacAskill
announced in March 2008
that a public inquiry was to
be held.

The inquiry has since
examined the steps taken
to identify and verify fin-
gerprints associated with
and leading up to the court
case against Ms McKie in
1999,

With the announcement
looming, last night Mr
McKie revealed his family
are steeling themselves for
what they hope is the final
act of a traumatic saga.

“Shirley has been unable
to escape the almost con-
stant attention for 15 years.

“She's trying to lead as
quiet a life as she can in
Troon but whenever the
issue is raised again it
brings back the same old
fear &nd pain.”

Mr McKie continued:
“She didn’'t want the
inquiry. She just wanted it

opened in October 2008,
Mr McKie said he and his
daughter would “accept”
the findings.

He stands by that asser-
tion but last night said: “T'm

“That would include the
Government, the Crown
Office, the Police and the
fingerprint authorities,

“They need to publicly
accept these recommenda-
fions.

“1 don't know what the
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recommendations are and
while [ hope it will criticise
those who deserve it I also
hope it will point the way
forward for fingerprinting
and the forensic sciences in
the UK and further afield.

“We hope the system will
finally have the courage
and the morality to listen
and act.

“Real change is required
in the way we use and pre-
pare expert evidence in
Scotland, the UK and inter-
nationally. Unless that hap-
pens then, quite bluntly, the
report’s wasted.”

Despite insisting he
now wants to draw a line
under the affair, Mr McKie
stressed; “Marion Ross was
brutally killed and that has
never been properly inves-
tigated by the police.

“The whole thing that
really matters in all of this
that the murderer of Marion
Ross is found.

“That has been lost in all
af this."



