Fingerprint Inquiry Update

It has now been revealed that the much anticipated Fingerprint Inquiry Report will not be published until 2011 well over a year after the Inquiry stopped taking evidence.  An Inquiry statement will be issued next week on its website.

http://www.thefingerprintinquiryscotland.org.uk/inquiry/21.html
Given the issues at stake this is obviously a disappointment as I believe that urgent action is required now to make the Scottish Police Services Authority (SPSA) and Crown Office fit for purpose in respect of the processing and identification of fingerprint evidence and the presentation of that evidence in our courts.

That potentially incompetent experts, who have arguably lied, have for over a year continued to prepare and give such evidence is an obvious cause for concern.

Beyond this however it is my understanding that Tom Nelson, the Director of Forensic Services  and other senior figures within the SPSA in ‘rationalising’ forensic services are allegedly favouring the Glasgow bureau at the expense of outside bureaux like Aberdeen, Edinburgh and Dundee. Common sense would appear to dictate that any   changes should await the Inquiry findings instead of the knee jerk reaction that appears to be taking place. 
It also appears that Mr Nelson’s entirely unwarranted decision to declare print ‘Y7’ an ‘unsafe’ as opposed to an ‘erroneous’ identification has caused great concern among fingerprint experts outwith the Glasgow bureau and given 
It is also being alleged that the culture within the Glasgow bureau (ex SCRO) has shown little signs of change and that the arrogance so apparent during the Inquiry is alive and well.
While I have undertaken not to comment on the possible Inquiry conclusions I am extremely disappointed to learn that the SPSA and Crown Office could be conspiring to minimise the criticism against themselves and effectively place the blame elsewhere. This would certainly be contrary to the undertakings given during the Inquiry.
I remain confident however that the Inquiry will reveal the truth behind the SCRO debacle and that the opportunity will eventually arise where we can challenge the effectiveness and efficacy of the current face-saving  ‘first aid’ being carried out by the SPSA and Crown Office.  

For the above reasons however the report’s delay concerns me greatly. It is important that lessons are learned, that the guilty are identified and that the many experts in Scotland and elsewhere who stood up to be counted will receive the recognition they are undoubtedly due. 
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