The Case for a Royal Commission into the Scottish Justice System.

Never was public debate on our Scottish Justice System more relevant and the current excellent forum debate on www.shirleymckie.com is a good example of reasoned argument, leading to deeper understanding and  hopefully onwards to solutions. 
http://shirleymckie.myfastforum.org/forum1.php
As contributors have shown we have a justice system that is completely out of date and unfit for purpose. It doesn’t live up to the expectations we are entitled to have given the accolade of excellence that has been bestowed upon it by the great and good. 

The ongoing injustices that Willie Gage and others like Wullie Beck are suffering is the result of an uncoordinated, outdated, self serving, incestuous and redundant justice system that shames the people of Scotland. 

These individuals are innocent, they know it, those within the justice system know it, those who know them know it and yet the system appears unwilling or incapable of resolving their dilemma. 

Major injustices like Lockerbie stagger on year after year and not one of our leaders has the vision, integrity or courage to make a stand for the 270 victims of the UK’s worst ever terrorist outrage. Excuses, denial, procrastination, lies and hypocrisy anything but a search for the truth which is obviously anathema to our so called leaders. 

Despite government tinkering and judicial first aid, access to the courts remains impossible for many because of the time taken to achieve any form of justice and the extortionate costs that bar everyone except the very rich and very poor. 

Successive governments in thrall to the Crown Office and civil service pathetically do their bidding. Even an SNP government that professes to stand for an independent Scotland proudly taking its place as an independent country on the world stage cannot break this subservient cycle. 
The ‘Cadder’ decision by the Supreme Court results in a massive over reaction – based on self interest - by the Scottish Government and judiciary. In an attempt to offset what they envisage as problems thrown up by ‘Cadder’, ill thought out and unnecessary legislation is rushed through which incidentally threatens to emasculate the Scottish Criminal Cases Review Commission. Restrictive practices by the judiciary and crown office, aimed at weakening the force of ‘Cadder’, attack our basic human rights.
Our police service, about to become a national one, moves further from the people and closer than ever to the Crown Office and Government.
The Police Complaints Commissioner, who has a track record of highlighting some of the worst excesses of policing in Scotland, has recently heavily criticised plans to transfer his responsibility for complaints against the police to the Scottish Public Services Ombudsman calling them, "regressive" and potentially "damaging to public confidence in the police".
And so on year after year a Justice System that should protect out rights becomes a regressive tool of government and the Crown Office.
The tragedy is that we could have a justice system to be proud of but instead of the system serving the people the people serve the needs of system and those who profit from it. Forget the myth of public officials and politicians ‘serving’ the people. 

What do the people do when no-one is listening? Fight, give up, or become apathetic after years of struggle and torment. Whatever they do the personal cost to them, their families and friends is immeasurable. 

The problem is how do you force change on a system that doesn’t want to change and in some cases actually believes that it doesn’t need to? 

The only answer I believe is to energise the Scot's community at large however I would guess that in the coming election ‘justice’ will be well down the party priorities and it is doubtful if the word will even appear in the various manifestos. 

The major issue remains.  ‘How do we change the system?’ It remains relatively simple to identify the problems but much more difficult to identify solutions that have any chance of being implemented.
Has the time come to put a halt to the reactive first aid and carry out a full assessment of our whole Justice System through a Royal Commission? The price of doing nothing is a justice system that continues on its downward spiral of self interest.
 
